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St. Francis prays . . . 
To the Lord I cry out my plea, 
to the Lord I cry out my entreaty. 
 
I pour out my prayer in his presence, 
in his presence I unfold my troubles. 
 
However faint my spirit, 
you watch over my path. 
 
You are my most holy Father, 
my King and my God 
 
Come quickly to my help, 
Lord God and Savior 
 
(Francis, Book of Hours) 
 

Fraternity Schedule 
APRIL 
10 – PALM SUNDAY 
15 – GOOD FRIDAY 
17 – EASTER 
24 - DAY OF REFLECTION, 2:00pm,  FRH, PL 
                Meeting in person  
        2:00pm Speaker – Dr. Steve Schier, OFS   
.             “Reflecting on Clare and Assisi” 
               Quiet Time & Discussion 
        4:45pm Vespers – Dave  
        5:00pm Potluck Supper 
 
MAY 
2 – COUNCIL MEETING, 7:00pm, FRH, PL Zoom  
5 – FRANCISCAN AWARD DINNER, 6:00pm,  
           The Wilds Golf Club, Prior Lake 
           Awardee is Bolder Options 
6 – CARE FOR CREATION Work Party, 9:00-1:00 FRH 
7 – CARE FOR CREATION RETREAT, 8:15-3:30 FRH 
8 – MOTHER’S DAY 
15 – OSF MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
          Prayer – Region Rep Meeting in person 
         Fraternity Elections, Need quorum  
          Treats – Mary Ann & Bonnie  
26 - ASCENSION  
30 – MEMORIAL DAY 
 

 
 

 
JUNE 
3-5 -  REGIONAL MINISTERS MTG,  
           Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo, MN  
XX – COUNCIL MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL  
12 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Cindy Meeting in person & Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 34) – Mary Ann 
        Treats – Wendy & Mary 
19 – FATHER’S DAY 
24 – SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
25 – IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
 

Franciscan of the Month              
On April 2 we remember Blessed Elisabetta 
Vendramini (1790-1860).  She gave up her 
engagement at age twenty-seven in order to help 
the poor.  She began working at a girls’ 
orphanage in her hometown in 1820 and joined 
the Secular Franciscan Order the next year.  In 
1830 she founded the Franciscan Tertiary 
Sisters of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary.  Elisabetta 
guided this community, dedicated to teaching 
and caring for the elderly, orphans and sick, until 
her death.  She was beautified in 1990. 
 
Fraternity Elections 
On May 15 we will elect our minister and council 
who will lead us for the next 3 years. To 
accomplish this, a quorum of professed 
members is required to attend the meeting and 
vote.  Please make every effort to attend. A 
regional officer will be present to conduct the 
election. 
 
Easter 
is the main feast of our church year, and 
deservedly so.  Its timing on our calendars, 
arriving after the long Minnesota winter, 
emphasizes its message of rebirth and renewal.  
Christ wants us to have a good time during the 
Easter season, because the news He brings 
could not be better.  Celebrate and rejoice! 
                                       Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
 

   



 
       
                  March fraternity meeting 
         

 
Eighteen people joined our hybrid meeting on March 20. Vice minister Bonnie Unzen opened 
the gathering with the OFS Prayer for Vocations. Formation director Wendy Parks led us in 
the Rite of Admission for Sue Sadah and Carol Swenson. Sue and Carol were given the Red 
Rule Book and the San Damiano cross and were warmly welcomed by fraternity members. 
Mary Higgins led us in ongoing formation using the Address of Pope Francis given to the 
National Chapter in November 2021. A good discussion ensued. Because our treasurer Helen 
Riegger had to leave the meeting early, assistant treasurer Dave Keymer reported a balance 
of $2400 with expected expenses of $600 in the coming quarter. Mary gave an update on 
plans for the Laudato Si retreat at the retreat center on Saturday, May 7, that will involve 
fraternity members. There will be opportunities for fraternity members to help with setup on 
Friday the 6th and at the retreat as well. We will also provide baked goods for the morning 
hospitality. Mary will pass on more information as it becomes available. Four spaces have 
been reserved for fraternity members, though more may be able to attend depending upon 
registration numbers. 
Steve is looking into options for promotion of our September Come and See event in The 
Catholic Spirit. Mary reported that we will need to begin our November and December 
meetings at 3 pm and may need to change the date of our July meeting because of events 
happening at the retreat center. We will keep members informed. 
Our Spring Day of Reflection on prayer with St. Clare will be held at our next meeting on April 
24. We will also install Alan Weier as our spiritual assistant.  
Oops on the birthdays: March birthday Sue (3) Sorry, Sue! 
 

April birthdays: Carol (17) Bonnie (21) Alan (26)  

 
Can St. Francis be called the Easter Saint?  
I encourage you to check out this beautiful reflection on St. Francis and Easter at 
https://www.poorclares-belleville.info/fruits/Easter2.htm                                                

“St. Francis of Assisi shows what can happen when the grace of Easter becomes effective in 
a Christian’s life.  He teaches us that every earthly suffering holds the seed of resurrection. 
     For Francis, Easter was a vibrant reality that gave light and hope and even energy for his 
daily journey with Christ to the Father. He teaches us that the real saints (the Easter 
saints) are the quite human, quite natural people in whom, through the Easter purification 
and transformation, what is human appears afresh in its total originality and beauty.” (Pope 
Benedict XVI) 
  

Happy Easter! 
                                               

.                                                                                

Keeping in touch... 

Mary Higgins, Secretary and JPIC Coordinator 


